
Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
 

July 16, 1945 
 
 

Unissued Trial Printing 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                 exp. 
 
 

Postamt on reverse 
 
 

 
 
 



Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
 

Feb. 16, 1946 
 
 

Reconstruction issue 
 

  
    

 

      
 
 
 
 

Color Errors 
 

8 + 7 pf. printed in violet color of 6 + 4 pf. 
 

   
 

                     exp. 
 
 

5 + 5 pf. printed in 
blue green color of 30 + 20 pf 

 

 30 + 20 pf. printed in 
emerald green color of 5 + 5 pf. 

 

  

 

  
 

                                                 exp.   

                                                 exp. 
 
 



Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
Varieties 

 
3 + 2 pf. Double impression 

 
 40 + 35 pf. tête-bêche pair 

 

 
 

               cert. 

 

 
 

               exp. 
 
 

Printed on gummed side, showing the "economy" gum used for this issue 
 

  

 
 
 

   

 



Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
Plate Varieties 

 
Frame breaks 

 

    
 

Left side frame 
weak or missing 

 

Right frame line 
broken 

 

 

Right frame line 
broken 

 

 

Right stamp: 
Broken frame below R 

                    
 

     
 

Frame breaks 
below TERWA 

 

 

Left frame line 
broken near top 

 

 

 

 

Top of left 
frame line 

mostly 
missing 

 

Left frame line 
broken near top 

 

 

Bottom frame line 
broken below IN 

 
 
 

"Birds" 
 

    
 

"Bird" below AD 

 

 

"Bird" below AN 

 

 

"Bird" below SÄ 

 

 

"Bird" below Ä 

 
 
 

Broken letters and numbers 
 

     
 

Top of right 2 
damaged 

 

 

Break in right 0 
 

 

 

Weak bottom 
letters N, S and D 

  

 

Broken tail on R 
 

 

 

TA broken 
 

 
 
 



Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
Plate Varieties 

 
Extra white spots on roof 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Other flaws 
 

   
 

Spot left of 
house 

 

 

Ink spots at 
lower right 

 

 

Overinking at 
top right 

 
 
 
 
 

Printings on different papers 
 

Ungummed, valid for postage 
 

On colored papers 
 

           
 

                                         exp.                                                    exp. 
 
 

On coated paper 
 

           
 

               exp.                                    exp. 
 



Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
 
 
 
 

Philatelic Cover 
 
 
 
 
 

Complete set on March 31, 1946 registered cover 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Backstamped Leipzig, April 4, 1946 



Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
 
 
 

Trial Perforations 11 
 
 
 
 

Rough perforations 
 

4 sides 
  

vertical 
 

   
 

                exp. 
  

                 exp. 
 
 
 
 

Clean cut perforations 
 

4 sides 
  

vertical 
 

  

 
 

                 exp. 
 

 

                                      exp.   

                 
 
 
 
 
 



Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
 

Souvenir Sheet 
 
 

 
 
 

Type I – Small coat of arms 
 
 

 



Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
 

Souvenir Sheet 
 
 

 
 
 

Type I – Large coat of arms 
 
 

 
 
 



Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
 

Souvenir Sheet 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                  cert. 
 
 

Printer's waste – background and 2 stamps omitted 
 
 
 
 



Soviet Zone 
OPD Potsdam Finsterwalde  

 
 
 
 

July 1946 
 
 
 
 

Unissued Handstamp Overprint 
 

 
 

20 Pfg. surcharge for the benefit of refugees 
 
 
 

                          

 

                          
 

exp. 
 
 
 

300 sets were prepared, but the town commander refused to permit the issue 

 


