Soviet Zone
OPD Leipzig

Dobeln

Forerunners

Until July 27, 1945, most of OPD Leipzig, including the city of Leipzig itself, was under
American occupation. Dobeln was in the area east of the Mulde river occupied by Soviet
forces, and until July 1, 1945 its postal affairs were managed by OPD Dresden. The postal
service in Débeln re-opened on June 1, 1945 and began using cash payments and Saxony
cork obliterations for franking. The Ddbeln local overprint on the 6 pf. Hitler stamp appeared
at the end of June and was valid (along with the cork obliterations) through August 6, 1945.

June 25, 1945 — Ddébeln to Altenburg

(Altenburg was west of the Mulde river, under American occupation)
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Forerunners
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July 4, 1945 — Ddbeln to Dresden
(Charged 6 pf postage due as Hitler stamps were invalid in OPD Dresden since June 20)

July 11, 1945 — Débelnto L...... sdorf

(Cancelled with cash franking stamp to prevent the receiving office from charging postage due)
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Dobeln

rerunners — Money Orders
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July 14, 1945
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August 1, 1945

Money order for 199.29 RM
Addressed to an outlying village

60 Pf. pays rate for 100-250 RM
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OPD Leipzig DObEIn

Forerunners — Money Orders

i B June 27, 1945

Money order for 26.16 RM

-Postanw isung
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From Schrebitz Giber Dobeln
Violet obliteration
Addressed to Altmittweida

40 Pf. pays rate for 25-100 RM

Strafle, Hausnummer, Gebludetsl!,
__Stackwerk: bei Untermletern auch
Neme des Vermisters ¥
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July 20, 1945
Money order for 12.52 RM
From Dreil3ig Gber Dobeln

Characteristic obliteration

Addressed to Dresden-Blasewitz

30 Pf. pays rate for 10-25 RM
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Dobeln

Forerunners — Money Orders

Absender: .../

Postanweisung
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July 14, 1945
Money order for 12.70 RM
From Tollschitz (?) Gber Débeln

Obliterated with pencil

Addressed to Altmittweida

Steabie, Housnommer, Gebiiudetell,
Stocwerl; bel Untermietern auch

30 Pf. pays rate for 10-25 RM

Rarity Group 5

Additional franking on reverse:
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July 26, 1945
Money order for 55.67 RM
From GroRRweitzschen uber Débeln
Unobliterated stamps !
Addressed to Dobeln

40 Pf. pays rate for 25-100 RM
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Late June — Local Overprint Issue
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6.5.1945 is the date that the Red Army entered Dobeln

6,00

250,000 stamps of 6 pf. stamps (both colors) were overprinted.
160,000 were sold and the rest were destroyed.

The rows of dots are often mis-aligned

Double Overprints

One overprint
inverted

Offset
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There were evidently two printings made. In the (presumed) first printing,
all of the sheet margins were removed to aid in registration of the
overprint (see the next page). In the other printing, the sheet margins
were not removed and other means were used to register the overprints.










Soviet Zone D O be I n

OPD Leipzig
Covers

May 6, 1945 !
To Gera

At first glance,
a backdated
cover. There
was no postal

service to Gera
on this date.

As the cover is
expertized, the
only other
possibility is that
the postmark
date was
incorrectly set.

The return

address
is Gera

exp.

July 23, 1945

Local letter but
franked at
domestic rate

exp.
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July 18, 1945

Dobeln to
Mittweida

24 pf rate for
21-250 gr letter

All stamps with
shifted
overprints

Dobeln

Covers

August 2, 1945
Dobeln to Dresden

Philatelic cover with
mixed franking of
cork obliteration
and local issue
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black overprint

Violet overprint

exp

—

Dobeln

Proofs

10 rows of dots instead of 12 (100 printed)

Typesetting error
Dobclin

exp.

14 rows of dots instead of 12 (100 each printed)

exp,
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Fraudulent Trial Printings

At one time this was considered to be a composite proof of various trial printings.

It now is considered to be a forgery



Soviet Zone i
OPD Leipzig DObeln

Cash Franking

August 24, 1945 — to Leipzig
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March 29, 1946

Provinz Sachsen stamps overprinted in blocks of 4

Registered First Day Cover

March 29, 1946 — to RoRwein



