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Granite Paper 

 

       
 
 

    
 
 

     
 
 

Mark values with colored underprints 
 

    
 
 

Mark values without underprint 
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Perforation varieties 
 
 

Imperforate 
 
 

    
 

                                                                exp.                             exp.                             exp.                              exp. 
 

 
 

                                                        exp. 
 
 

Part Perforate 
 
 

 

 

 
 

                         exp. 
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Plate Flaws 
 
 

           
 

    

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Lump over value tablet 
(position 5) 

Bouquet of flowers on roof 
(position 34) 

 
 

  
  

  Soccer ball between pillars  
(position 14) 

 
 
 
 

Proofs 
 
 

    
 
 

 
 
 

   
 

                                                                                                                          exp.       
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Surcharges 
 

 
 

    
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Double Overprints 
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                exp. 
 

                exp. 
 

                exp.  
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+  Varieties  
 
 
 

Several different varieties of the Plus Sign can be found in this issue.  They were first 
listed by Michel in 1972, following publication of my article "The Cottbus Overprint 
Varieties" in the GPS 1945-48 Locals Study and Research Group, Vol. 3, No. 5 (1970). 
 
Many variations of the plus signs exist.  For convenience, they are grouped into the 
following types.  One example of each type is shown.  The sheets on the following 
pages contain additional examples.  Individual stamps may show slight variations. 

 

 
 
 

Type I 

 

Type II 

 

Type III 

 

Normal 
  

Long 
  

Short 
  

 
 
 

     

Type IVa 

 

Type IVb 

 

Type IVc 

 

Angled 
  

Angled (long) 
  

Angled (short) 
  

 
 
 

     

Type V 

 

Type VI 

 

Dor Below 
  

Gothic 
  

  

 
 
 

     

Type VIIa 

 

Type VIIb 

 

Type VIIc 

 
Dagger (long) 

  
Dagger (short) 

  
Dot Below 

 

 

 
 

     

Types VIIa, VIIb and VIIc occur exclusively the 10 pf + 4 M and 12 pf + 4.50 M stamps  
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1 (Pf.) + 2 M 
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5 (Pf.) + 3 M 
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6 (Pf.) + 3.50 M 
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12 (Pf.) + 4.50 M 
 

10 (Pf.) + 4 M 
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15 (Pf.) + 5 M 

 

Bar Varieties 

Normal  
 

Slanting  
 

Shifted 
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New Colors – Imperforate 

 

Broken 
Corner 

 

  

 

 
 
 

"Locked Wheel" Variety   
 

 

  
 
 

Unofficial Perf. 10½ 
 

 
 
 
 

Day of the Stamp 
 

 
 

 
 

Varieties 
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The Cottbus issue was valid in OPD Potsdam through October 31, 1946 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Local Use 
 

Feb. 24, 1946 
 

Registered 
 

Overprinted blank 
registry label 

 
No backstamp 

 
Overfranked 

 
 
 
 

COD to Berlin 
 

March 18, 1946 
 

Overfranked 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Return address 

removed, possibly 
due to Nazi symbols 
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Stadt Berlin issues were also used before and durin g the validity of the Cottbus stamps 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
To Berlin, Nov. 30, 1945 

        

                      Old spelling "Kottbus" in return address 
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The Control Council issues were used during and aft er the validity of the Cottbus stamps 
 
 

 

 
 
 

To Hann.-Münden 
 

May 14, 1946 

 
 

 
 
 
 

To Hann.-Münden 
 

Oct. 18, 1946 
 

  
 
 


